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Dear Parents and Staff, 
 

As the half-term holiday approaches the governors would like to record here our gratitude 

to all stake-holders at our school (staff and parents), for the way that the education of 

our pupils has been conducted during this dreadful pandemic crisis. We are full of 

admiration for the way that our parents have reacted to the emergency, catering as best 

they can for the educational needs of their children, be it in school or by home education. 

We are also appreciative of the kind messages and gifts sent into school, which have given 

practical moral support to everyone who is on the front-line. We are very grateful 

for what our staff are doing for our pupils: the dedication that they are showing, as well 

as the extra time that they are putting in, shows real commitment to keeping our pupils 

safe, happy and well. 
 

The governors have continued to perform their role as best they can and to date all of our 

statutory duties have been completed. Our most important remits at this time are the 

safeguarding and well-being of our children and the welfare of our staff. Safeguarding is 

always paramount and in this crisis we are particularly careful to make sure that all risk 

assessments are expedited, updated and monitored. We would, however, remind everyone 

that safeguarding our children is the duty of every one of us and if anyone has any worries 

in this area, we would urge you to make contact with school. The governors are alerted 

about all concerns to do with safeguarding, stakeholder well-being, pupil welfare and 

school health and safety. 
 

Another task for school governors is to ensure standards are maintained and to this 

end, the governors continue to monitor the delivery of our home learning packages. 

Newsletter articles have explained clearly the progress of and rationale behind our 

strategy for delivery of home learning, we are very satisfied with what has transpired and 

the methodologies being used. The comparatively high number of children still in 

school has necessitated careful crafting of our home-learning packages - effectively 

doubling the workload for our staff - and so we are pleased that the live sessions have still 

enabled class assemblies and catch-up meetings to happen. Again, we are thankful to our 

parents who have worked so hard to help their children work through all of their lessons.  
 

We wish everyone a safe and restful half-term holiday. 

The Governors of St. John the Baptist School, Findon 
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Below are some important reminders:  
 
TRACK AND TRACE DURING HALF TERM HOLIDAY (W/C 15 FEBRUARY) 
 

We hope that you will all have a relaxing and safe half-term break.  However, the 
Department of Education has asked schools to use the following guidelines: 

 Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 

symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be 

contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS 

Test and Trace. 

 If a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 

symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in identifying 

close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in 
school. 

If this is the case for your child, please email the school office (office@stjbps.co.uk).  We will 

be checking the emails each day between 9 am and 11 am until Thursday 18th February.  We 
will then inform children and staff from the relevant class of the need to isolate for 10 days. 

If your child or anyone else in your household develops symptoms between 19th to 22nd 
February, please email the school to notify us that your child will not be returning on 
Tuesday 23rd February. 
 

2020/2021 ACADEMIC YEAR 
 

Just a reminder that we have three INSET days still planned for this academic year.  As 
usual, school will be closed to all children on the INSET days and there will be no home 
schooling organised for these dates.   
 

Monday 22nd February 2021 
Thursday 1st April 2021 
Monday 7th June 2021 
 

CHARTWELLS LUNCHES 
 

If your child is currently attending school, please note that there will be a ‘Return to 
School’ menu in place for Tuesday 23rd and Wednesday 24th February.  So, the menu will 
be as follows: 
 

Tuesday 23rd – Jacket potato, tuna/baked beans 
Wednesday 24th – Jacket potato, hot dog/baked beans  
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